In order of presentation below:


1.) Human/Animal similar (creatureliness) prime


2.) Human/Animal dissimilar (humans are not animals) prime


3.) Neutral prime

*Goldenberg, J. L., Pyszczynski, T., Greenberg, J., Solomon, S., Kluck, B., & Cornwell, R. (2001). I am not an animal: Mortality salience, disgust, and the denial of human creatureliness. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 130, 427-435.
On the following page you will receive an essay randomly selected from a pool of essays written by honor students at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Please read the essay at your own pace. At the end of the study there will be a couple of questions about the essay. The questions will be looking for your first natural gut impression of the essay.

THE FOLLOWING SHORT ESSAY WAS A SENIOR HONORS STUDENT AT UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ST. LOUIS. STUDENTS WERE ASKED TO WRITE ON THE TOPIC: THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS I HAVE LEARNED ABOUT HUMAN NATURE.

The boundary between humans and animals is not as great as most people

think. Although we like to think that we are special and unique, our

bodies work in pretty much the same way as the bodies of all other

animals. Whether you're talking about lizards, cows, horses, insects, or

humans, we're all made up of the same basic biological products. We're

all made up of skin, blood, organs, and bones. We're all driven by needs

for food, water, sex, and comfort. Although some people like to claim that

we humans are vastly more intelligent than other animals, this doesn't

really seem to be true. What appears to be the results of complex thought

and free will is really just the result of our biological programming and

simple learning experiences, just like all other animals. Research shows

that chimps have the capacity for language, even pigeons are able to solve

pretty complex problems, and all animals show caring for and attachment to

their offspring. Human beings are just another species of animals, maybe

a little more intelligent than others, but not different in any really

important or meaningful way. Seeing ourselves as special or different

from the cows we eat for lunch or the insects we wash off our windshields

is just another example of human vanity and self-delusion.
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The one thing that my education has made clear to me is that, although we

humans have some things in common with other animals, human beings are

truly unique. Although our bodies may be pretty similar to simpler

species, the potential of the human mind and spirit go far beyond anything

remotely similar to what is found in simple animals. First there are the

obvious things: Humans have language and culture. We create works of

art, music, and literature that enable us to live in an abstract world of

the imagination -- something no other animal is capable of. Although

simple animals may communicate with grunts and groans, and chimps can be

taught basic sign language by humans, this is a far cry from the complex and

inspiring works of human culture: Shakespeare, Beethoven, and Picasso,

to name just a few. Unlike animals, humans live in a world of

ideas and concepts, morals and values. We can even come to understand

ourselves, as in the works of the great philosophers and psychologists.

More importantly, humans have the capacity for love, generosity, and

kindness ---- putting the welfare of others above themselves. We are not

simple selfish creatures driven by hunger and lust, but complex

individuals with a will of our own, capable of making choices, and

creating our own destinies. Although we certainly have some things in

common with simple animals, we humans are truly special and unique.
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For a bunch of classes that I’m taking I’ve been studying things about human nature. From all this it is pretty easy to see that there is a lot to learn to get through school. Right now it’s just a lot of information to absorb. I’m also taking English and Biology classes and those are quite good. However, one aspect of classes in the social sciences that makes it really difficult is getting into the classes you want to take. They tend to fill up really quickly. Also, you have to register so far in advance that it can sometimes be hard to know what classes you want to take and then by the time you figure that out, they are often already full. My friends tend to feel the same way. You also have to take a lot of classes for your major, which adds a lot of requirements on top of the general education ones, and those classes are also tough to get into. And then after you struggle to get into your classes, you tend to find that you’ve got so much going on. For example, last semester I had to take so many classes that I was too busy for other things that I like do. Again, most of my friends also feel the same way. It can be better or worse though, depending on what your major is. But I also suspect that a lot of this kind of stuff is the same at other schools as well.







